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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE deſign of this diſcourſe, is to fix the minds 

e perſons of every rank, more attentively upon 
what God has ſaid of Popery in his Word, 
which contains the Chriſtian's and the Proteſtant's 
Panoply. And if it is an affront to God, for 
Proteſtants or Papiſts, to condemn thoſe works of 
his ſervants, in which his Spirit had belped them to 
an Index Expurgatorius; how much more offenſive 
muſt is be, to treat any part of Scripture, in any 
thing like that manner; and eſpecially ſo its laſt 
concluding book"! —which will certainly be more re- 
garded than it is now, both by Magiſtrates and 
ſubjetis, when the prophecy in Rev. xvii. 16. 7s 
near to be accompliſhed. See ch. i. 3.—N. B. 1 


bave not called the Papiſts Catholics, except when 


uſing the language of others ; becauſe that word con- 
tains an inſolent idea, which was never yet realix- 
ed, nor will, at leaſt till the Witneſſes are /lain, 
in the year 1862; at which time tbe inebriated 
ate, in which their enemies ſtand exulting over 
them, «will afford the moſt ſtriking evidence, of the 
neceſſity of God's interpoſing again for human 
nature, and even by angelic witneſſes, 
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RE v. IX. 20, 21. 


And the reſt of the men who were not killed by theſe 
' plagues, yet repented not of the works of their 
bands, that they ſhould not worſhip devils, and 
idols of gold, and filver, and braſs, and ſtone, 
and wood; which neither can ſee, nor hear, nor 


walk. Neither repented they of their murders, 
nor of their ſorceries, nor of their fornication, 
nor of their thefts. | 


7 | IHE repentance of a ſinner, when moſt 
ſincere, makes no reparation to any of J 

1 thoſe divine attributes which he has in- s if 
jured and provoked. yet it is a temper pleaſing ; li 
to God, both as it is a fruit of his love, and as | 
it diſpoſes the creature to receive every other gift a 
of his ſaving mercy. Impenitence, on the con- # 
traty, reſiſts the authority, and ſpurns at the £ 
compaſſions of Deity ; and, while it inſults all 
the methods of his mercy, it ſeals the guilt of 
every fin committed, upon the tranſgrefſor's own 
head, and even dares the vengeance he had pro- 
voked. Can we, therefore, without trembling, 
hear of the impenitence of any of our fellow 
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men And when we are called to point out their 
guilt, ought it not to be done with a great horror 
at God's diſhonour, and with the tendereſt ſolici- 
tudes, that thoſe to whom we ſpeak, may be 
preſerved from a remper ſo evil and dangerous ? 
with this diſpoſition let us again hear the words 
of the text; The reſt of the men who were not 
killed with theſe plagues, yet repented not of the 
works of their. hands, that they. ſhould not worſhip 
devils, and idols of geld, and filver, and braſs, 
and ſtone, and wood, which can neither ſee, nor 
hear, nor walk, — Neither repented they of. their 
murders, nor of their ſerceries, nor of their forni- 
cation, nor of- their theſts. 
In diſcourſing on theſe words, we muſt, 


I. Point out the perſons ſtigmatized with this 
horrid fin, Impenitence; they repented not. 


II. Deſcribe the particular ſins, of which it is 
ſaid. that they did not repent. And | 


III. Prove that God has aſſerted, that as a 
body, tbey never will: repent. Lam, 


I. To point out the perſons ſtigmatized with 
this horrid ſin, Impenitence; they repented not. 
Biſhop Newton underſtands the words, of the 
Latin Church; and, obſerving that the Turki/b 
plague of this trumpet, was inflicted upon the 
Chriſtians for their idolatry, he adds, The 
« eaſtern churches were firſt viſited by the plague 
of the Saracens; but this working no change or 


* reformation, they were again chaſtiſed by the 


« ſtil] 
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© ij greater plague of the Orhmans, or Turks, 
© were partly overthrown* by the former, and 
* were entirely ruined by the latter. What 
© Churches were then remaining, which were 

© guilty of the like idolatry, but the weſtern, or 
*'thoſe in communion with Rome? And the wel- 
© tern were not at all reclaimed by the tuin 6f 
© the eaſtern, but perſiſted fill in the worthip of 
* ſaints, and What is Vorſe, the worſhip of 
images, which neither can ſee, nbr bear, nor 
walk and the world is witneſs to the comple- 
tion of this prophecy to this day.” Mr. Mede 
alſo, Mr. Brightman, Mr. Lowman, Dr. Dod- 
dtidge, and indeed every other Proteſtant wfiter 
I have ever ſcen of heard of; underſtind the 
words, to tefer to that apoſtate church. 

In ſopport of this fenfe, we may obſerve, 
that the Holy Ghoſt is certainly ſpeaking of a 
collective body of peoph; and of fuch a body, 


the generality of whom, muſt, be guilty of every 


one of the ſix fins here mentioned; or elſe it 
could not have been ſaid of them with truth, 
The reſt of the men repented not, Sc. Andi it is 
moſt likely he ſhould ſpeak of ſuch a body, as 

were either near, or ſome way related, to the 
criminals he was puniſhing; of thoſe who might 
have been expected, according to their profeſſion 
and privileges, to underſtand the defign of his 
judgments, and to take the warning he gave; 
and yer. of ſuch who were not accidentally, and 


tor a time, betrayed into thele aboiminations, 


but publicly, and without fear or ſhame lived 
B 2 | in. 
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in them; ſuch was the Romiſþ Church, which 
both made a ſimilar profeſſion with the Greeks, 
and drank of their cup of affliction ; yet when 
the wrath of God fell to the uttermoſt upon the 
latter, they were deaf to the awful admonitions 
of divine juſtice ; as, after the hardneſs and impe- 
nitence of their hearts, they ſtill TT: up wrath 
againſt the day of wrath. 

Examining yet more cloſely, we ſhall find 
that every character here given agrees to them 
and to no others ſo properly as to them and 
if others ſhare with them 1 in this guilt, IE they 
cannot, be excluded. | | 
1. Every character here given agrees to > them ; 
wiz. The reſt of the men who were neither killed by 
theſe plagues of the 20 million of Turkiſh horſe- 
men, nor poiſoned with the ſting of that Maho- 
metan. religion, which the tails * theſe en 
left behind them, ver. 15—19. , 


In my Remarks on the Revelation, 1 have menti- 
oned the reaſons which have induced interpreters 
in general, to underſtand theſe horſemen to be the 
Turks; whoſe hiſtory, by pointing out their ſuc- 
ceſſes againſt the Chriſtians, of courſe informs 
us, who are the perſons intended by the third part 
of the men whom they flew ; and conſequently 
throws ſome light upon the enquiry, who are 
meant by the other 7wo thirds, which remained 
incorrigible under this warning. 


By the third part of the trees of the field, of 


the ſea, the rivers and fountains, and of the ſun, 
. n, 


* .- — „% „ —— Lai 8 "Ws I uy 


. 


„8. 
. 


The Incurable Abomination. 1 5 


moon, and ftars, under the four firſt trumpets, 
Rev. viii, 7— 12, is generally underſtood the 
weſtern Roman empire; which was about a third 
part of the then known world. But that empire 
had been crumbled into ten borns, or kingdoms, 
ever ſince the year 456; therefore, if the Turks 
ſlaying the third part of men, as in my context, is 


underſtood of the Roman, it muſt mean of the 


Greek empire, which it is well known that the 
Turks deſtroyed, But if the third part of the men 
ſtill ſignified the whole Roman empire, when it 
was transferred to the eaſt, it may be enquired, (1) 
Why was it not deſcribed in the ſame language as 
the weſtern Roman empire, and called the third 
part of the trees, of the ſea, rivers and fountains, 
and of the /un, moon, and ftars ? If preciſely 


the ſame empire had been intended, when it was 
removed to the eaſt, probably the deſcription 


would have been exactly the ſame. (2) It does 
not appear that the Greek Roman empire, ever 
was a third part of the then known world ; and 
it certainly was not ſo after the year 1492, 
when America was diſcovered; about which 
time, the Turks were at the height of their ſuc- 
ceſſes. (3) If the Greek empire had been a 
third part of the world, then this phraſe, the ref 
of the men, muſt have meant the other two-thirds 
of the inhabitants of the world, all of whom muſt 
have been publickly chargeable with the guilt of 
the ſix fins here mentioned; but we know, that 
there were Jews, Mahometans, and Chriſtians in 
theſe times, who did not worſhip idols of gold, filver, 
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braſs, ſtone and wood; therefore, the third part 
cannot mean the third part of the inhabitants of 
the world in general, though it rene means 
* Greek empire. | 

-» Yet there is ſuch an affiniry between theſe 
phraſes, © the third part of the trees, ſea, rivers, 
and ſun, &c. and the third part of the men, that 1 
cannot doubt but that they have ſome relation to 
each other; though they cannot mean exactly 
the ſame thing, and this relation will clearly ap- 
pear, if we underſtand the laſt of theſe phraſes, 
of the third part of the men, who had been ſpoken 
of in this prophecy ; that ts, the third part of (that 
empire which had been called) the /hird part of 
the world; or the third part of the men, againſt 
whom the Turks principally directed their arms, 
viz. the Roman empire, in the eaſt and weſt; 
the former of which they deſtroyed. 

The four Gfft trumpets, ſpoke of the weſtern 
Roman empire, whoſe ten hoyns, or kingdoms, 
continue to be the ſubject of this prophecy, to 
the end of ch. xixth ; and the fifth trumpet 
ſpoke, both of the weſtern and eaſtern empire; 
the former of which it overwhelmed with the 
darkneſs' of popery, and the latter with that of 
Mahometaniſm : therefore, by ihe third part of 
the men, under this ſiæth trumpet, we naturally 
underſtand the third part of all that had ever been 
the Roman empire, eaſt and weſt. And Fappre- 
hend that the Greek empire, which the Turks 
deſttoyed, in the year 1281, When theſe Turkiſh 


horſemen were let looſe upon it, was about à third 
A part. 
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part as large, as the whole empire had been; 
conſequently by the ref of tbe men, muſt be un- 
derſtood the other two-thirds of thoſe who had 
been, or ſtill were, in ſome ſenſe, of the Roman 


empire; where the church of God dwelt, and 


which was the ſtage and place of moſt of the 
ſeals and trumpets, Therefore, we muſt look 
for the impenitence here complained of, among 
the ten horns of the weſtern empire : and as the 
word Netxet tbe reſt, every where ſignifies a part 
of a number which had been mentioned before, 
ſo, beſides the Grecian empire, the weſtern 
alone, contained in general all the perſons upon 
earth, who had been ſpoken. of before in this 
prophecy. | 

This brings. our point (viz. that by theſe Im- 
penitents are meant the Papiſts) very near to a 
certainty z and to them allo agree the other cha- 
rafters here mentioned; viz. their not being 
killed with. theſe plagues, nor poiſoned with the 
ſtings in the tails of theſe ſerpents; which, however, 
implies, that fuck a people are intended, whom 
the Turks endeavoured: to kill or poiſon ; and 
this character agrees to the weſtern Chriſtians ; 
for the weſt ſuffered much from the Turks, as 
well as the eaſt, eſpecially in the time of the 
croiſades,' and yet more after the year 1357, 
when they firſt came into Europe; but though 
they injured. many of the ten horns of the Roman 
empire; they did not ki// them, that is, overturn 
their kingdoms, as they did the eaſtern empire; 
neither could they leave be ſtings of their tails, 
or 


' 
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or the Mahometan religion, in France, Spain, 
Hungary, Germany, or in any other of the ten 
kingdoms, into. which the weſtern empire had 
been divided, as they did in the more eaſtern parts 
of the world. — But the ten kingdoms ſuffering, 
in ſome meaſure, by the ſame plague, rendered 
their impenitence the more inexcuſable ; and 
made it neceſſary for the bleſſed God to point 
it out, both for our warning, and to yindicate 
the ſeeming ſeverity of thoſe judgments, which 
this prophecy aſſures us that he will bring upon 
the Papiſts. 

If they had humbled themſelves, either in the 
time of this plague; or ſoon after it, it could not 
have been ſaid of them that they repented not: In 


order, therefore, to find the time of their impeni- 


tence, we muſt enquire when this Turkiſh plague 
fell upon the Greek empire; which can be no other- 
wiſe aſcertained from this prophecy, than by the 
time of this trumpet (which I have endeavoured 
to prove will end in the year 1866*), and by what 
is ſaid of theſe horſemen, ver. 15; viz. that after 
they were /ooſed from Euphrates, they were pre- 
pared at, or for an hour, a day, a month, and a year, 
that is, taking the times prophetically, for the 391 
years in which they were to be eminently ſuc- 
ceſsful againſt the Chriſtians ; which Biſhop 
Newton reckons from the year 1281, to 1672. 
But as the hour, day, month, and year may be 
taken, either for the reſpective lengths of their 


See remarks on the Revelation, p. 114—120. 
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different depredations upon the Chriſtians, or, yet 
more indefinitely, for any hour, day, month, or 
year, in which God might permit them to ravage 
their countries; therefore, the text gives us no 
abſolute certainty, either when they began to 
bring their 20 million of bor ſemen into the field 
againſt them, ver. 16, or when they will have 
been all brought our. Many of their forces have 


been employed againſt them, ſince the year 1672 


and even in the preſent century. We cannot, 
therefore, be certain, whether they will all have 
been brought out againſt them before the year 
1866, when this trumpet ends; conſequently the 
impenitence here complained of (which certainly 
continues during the whole time of theſe plagues, 
and ſome time afterwards,) may prevail from the 
year 1281, to ſome time after 1366, And how 
inflexible the Papiſts have been, for the greateſt 
part « of that time, is well known to every hiſtorian, 
whatever his religion may be. 


2. The characters here given agree to no others 


ſo. properly as to the Papiſts - The Mahometans 
ſtand eſſentially diſtinguiſhed from the perſons wha 


would not take this warning, as it was by them that 


the Greek church and empire was puniſhed for 
their idolatry before and after the year 1453, when 
they took Conſtantinople z nor are they guilty 
of ſuch idolatry as is here ſpoken of. Beſides, 
at the time here chiefly ſpecified for this impeni- 
tence; viz. after the year 1866, it is probable 
there will be no Mahometars ; ſoon after that 
time at leaſt, we expect their chief to become the 
ſecond beaſt, and to join his forces with thoſe of the 


C firſt 
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F at Rome . —And if we think of charging 
this impenitence” upon Heal bens, as diſtinguiſhed 
from Jews, Mahometans and Chriſtians, there 
were none, in theſe times, in the Roman empire, 
which we haye heard' muſt be intended. by the 
ret of 'the' men.” "And as to the Eaftern Chri/- 
tian, they are that third” part of the Roman 
api wito had been politically Killed by theſe 
thadlbi®; chargeable with the fame impenitence 
as the Papiſts, it is only as they ſymbolize with 
them, while ſtill they reject the Pope's ſupre- 
macy. Let it muſt be remembered, (1.) That, 
as that witneſs, the Greek church, will be lain 
in the year 1862, F ſo when raiſed again in 
1866, it will be to the reverſe of ſuch a life of 
wickednels, as is here deſcribed : And (2). while 
they continue, being kept under by the Torks, 
(except thoſe in Ruſſia) they cannot, as a collec- 
tive body, be guilty of the /beft and murder 
here charged upon theſe impenitents: nor are 
there any other collective bodies of men, in the 
Roman empire, eaſt or weſt, who are generally 
guilty of all the fins here mentioned. but the 
Pepitts: — And ' A. 

3. If others had ſhared with them in this 
guilt, this would not exclude them. This 
charge of impenitence, whomſoever it eſpecially 
intends, certainly lies againſt every body of 
PEE: who are guilty of all theſe ſibs, and perſiſt 


2 Remarks, Kc. p. 725 +  +'Badem, p. 120. 
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in them, notwithſtanding the warning given them 
by the Lord's witneſſes, and by his word and 
ſword: and if there had been Heathens, or other 
profeſfing ' Chriſtians, whio had, in part of in 
whole, anſwered this deſcriprion if it can be 
proved, that tht Papiſts have been güflty of all 
theſe'fins, and yet have not repented, we cannot 
bot conſider this charge laying” as full againſt 
them, as if chere had bern no others to ſhirt the 
guilt with them; eſpecially, fr.) as it is mort 
ptubable, that the Lord ſhould complaint of the 
impenitence of thoſe, e take ſuch à Profeffibfi 
of his name as the Papfſts do, than of that of 
mere unenlightened heachens. (z.) As they are 
the perſons who are the chief ſubjects of this pro. 


phecy, from this place co the end 6f ch. xixth ; | 
and yet che more o, as (3:) at the ehief time 


ſpeified for this impenitence there will he none 
but Papiſts in the eaſt or welt} who will publicly 
live in all theſe fins; viz. after the year 1866. 

le would be in vin to Hope to underſtand 
this Revelation; without attention and 3 
but, all theſe things conſidered, * Know of n 
rational doubt that this text ſpeaks of the Pl 
pitts; and you will ſee why L have taken ſo 
much pains to find the perſons; agalnſt whom 
this charge is levelled, afcer 1 have,” . 


ws Deſcribed, the. particular fins,.of f "which 


they did not repent ir are 1 in my 
wi... 


3-46] T6 - bad 34:6 e 100923, 114 / ti 


61. The ee of e beginning 
indeed |—What then will the end bel By 


C 2. theſe 


—— Ta — ——— 4 ry N LY 2h 


th... * * _— —— — — „% üg — 5 


— ——— — — — _——— 


— — — — ͥ .vä— . 
. „ W tl oe „ — 
— — — 8 - 
— . - : 2 > C - 


— — ws, A 


— £/ 


rr. 
. — Vas i 


— 
« ET x — 


— — 


, — 

— — 
* 

_ . — 


12 The Incurable Abomination. 


theſe — Demons, or Devils, Mr. Mede un- 
derſtands thaſe departed ſaints whom they cano- 
nize, and almoſt. deiſy, after theit death. They 
had truſted to men while they were alive; and 
when the ſame perſons are dead, they ſtill cleave 
to them, and conſider them as a kind of medi- 
ators hetyern God and them, yea guardians, 
protectars, and bukyarks of the church and ftate. 
The Prophet Daniel calls them Mebuzzim, forces, 
or munitipns,. like the ſtrong-holds or caſtles 
which deſend a city or country; ſee ch. xi. 38. 

ſo the heathens deified their heroes, and conſi- 

dered them, as demi- gods after their death: fo: 
the Baal, and Baalim of the heat bens, originated 
in the ſuperſtitious regards paid to Bel or Belus, 
the firſt king of Babylon after Nimrod; and 
from a like ſpring and ſource, has proceeded all 
the ſaint · worſhip of the church of Rome; which, 
beſides the ſuperſtitious regards which it pays to 
their relicks, erects temples to their honour, ap- 
points holy - days in remembrance of them, makes 
vows, prayers and confeſſions to them, and 
honours them as the diſtributors of temporal 
and ſpiritual bleſſings : thus the beaſt is really. 
what St. Paul was falſely called; viz. a fetter 
forth of Arange Demons, or Gods, Acts xvii. 18; 
this is that ſeducing ſpirit, and theſe the detzrines 


of demons, or devils, which the Holy Ghoſt had 


before thewn, would diſgrace tbe latter times, 
1. Tim. iv. 1. And this kind of idolatry began 
in Chriſtendom, as it did + any the heathehs, 
An eint ad tr. ch d wok * ny 
bon n iv a> 5 I 
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by ſuperſticious rites, performed at the wn: 


of thoſe, whom they inordigately venerated. }: 

Bot What have Saints and Angels co do with. 
the worſhip. that is paid them in the Romiſi 
Church? They know nothing of it, for they 
ate neither omniſcient, nor omnipreſent : and 
their proteſtation againſt, it is recorded, as in 
everlaſting braſs, in the ſcriptures. Who then 
receives the homage which is paid to;the Virgin 
Mary, and to all their Saints and Angels ? I 
anſwer—{and this brings me from the Idolater's 
ſenſe of the word demon, to God's on ſenſe of it 
in the ſcripture; viz.)—Beelzebub, Satan, and 
ſuch evil ſpirits as Chtiſt caſt out of the bodies of. 
men in our world: Thoſe demons were not hu- 
man ſpirits, but Satan himſelf, as our Lord de- 


dclares,; when he ſays, if Satan caſt out Satan, how: 
Hall then his tingdom ſtand? Mat. xii. 26. | Theſe 


are the general receivets of all that worſhip, 
which is idolatrous and forbidden by the bleſſed 


God it is an homage paid to the God. of this 


world; accordingly it is ſaĩd of the ſervants of 
the beaſt, Rev. xiii. g. that they worſhipped the 
dragon; and who is meant by the dragon, we 
are expreſsly told, ch. xii. 9 viz. That old ſerpent 
called the devil and Satan, who deceiveth the whole 
world. Thus ir is ſaid of the idolatrous Iſraelites 
who eat the ſacrifices of tbe dead, that they ſacrificed 
their ſons and their daughters unto Shadim, devils, 
Pfal. cvi. 28, 37: See allo Lev. xvil. 7. Deut. 
xxxli. 17. and 2 Chron. xi. 15. They learned this 
from the beathens, of whom the Holy Ghoſt 

lays, 
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14! The Incurulle Abomindtion' 
ſays,” chat what 'they ſacrificed,” they facrificed' to 
devils, an not" to Cd, 1 Cor. &. 20; and the 
ſame” is here expreſsly aſſerted of the Papiſts. 
Dy, Middletbn'faw” at Nome, many of the tem- 
ples, idols, and ſtautes which had once been de- 
dicated to, or repteſented heathen gods, no- 
bearing the names of Romiſfi ſaints and idols. . 
No wonder, therefore, that they cannot par the 
y_ ſeripture.— But progmmęꝶrn dd 15975 7 
Totheir worſhipping Tals of gold, . Alper, 
rh, and ſtont, and mood; which" can neither 
ſee, nor hear, nor walt: This is the ſame devil wor- 
ip as before, only with this addition, that gold 
and filver, braſs,” Role; and word" ure made the 
viſible receivers of it. Satan loves the worſhip 
itſelf ; and eſpecially to have it paid him through 
ſych maſſy metals, and ſuch ſtocks and ſtoncs, 
25 may beſt ſerve to inſult the underftandings, and 
perrify the hearts of his worſhippers. + The 
throne of the beaſt was founded at firſt upon 
ws Kind of 4dolatry'; for after the 'Grecian 
Emperor Les Taurus had publiſned a famous 
edict, againſt the worſhipping! of images, in the 
year 7263 and Conſlantine Copronymus had aſſem- 
bled 338 Biſhops, to condemn both the worſbip 
and the uſe of images in 754, this excited ſuch a 
tumult at Rome, between the Emperor and the 
Pope; as drew - Pepin” king of France to the aſ- 
ſiſtance of the latter; who the nent year conquer- 
ed for, and gave him the exarchate of Ravenna 
(ieh made the Pope a beaſt, by adding a ſecu- 
ter to his facred 8 and this was fully 
er Con- 


as 
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8 to him the year after, Viz. in 786. 
Thus idolatry was the avowed ground: on Which 
the throne of the beaſt was erected z* and the 
eighty-lix ſtatues of ſaints, twice as big, as life, 
which ſtand on the flat roof of the colonade be- 
fore St. Peter's church in Rome, tell evety wor- 
ſhipper at this hour, to whom the Pope, would 
ſtill, direct bim for aid, in that n, 4 
Pantheon +. 

True, the worſhipping of things which can vei- 
ther ſee, nor hear, nor walk, needs a cloke; and 
the council of Trent (which began in, the year 
1545, and ended in 1563) have cloaked. it over, 
as well as they could, by fayi ing that they wor- 
ſhip Chriſt and the ſaints by thele images ;, But 
it is in vain, to deny that they worſhip idols of 
gold, ver, braſs, one, and wood; for it is vi- 
ible to every eye, that ſees their worſhip, that 
they do to theſe idols, all that the devil requeſt- 
ed of Chriſt; viz. that he would fall dtn and 
worſhip. bim; and that which is directly con- 
trary to the letter of the ſecond commandment; 
therefore they diſcharged this commandment out 
of, at leaſt, one of their catechiſms; and if their 
preſent religious formularies retain it, as joined 
to the firſt commandment, this but ſhews. the 

more plainly, their reſolution, not to bluſh. at 
any thing; for he that retains God's words in 
cloſe connection with the devil's works, adds 
daring inſolence to his proud rebellion, and ſays 


* See Moſheim's Eccleſ, Hiſt. vol. Ls p- 353+ 
+ Keyſfler's — vol. 3. p. bz, 
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216 he Diturable Aboinination. 
aloud" to every ohe, that he has not Tepented, 
nor ever intends it. I proceed. 

45 Neither repented they of their murders. How 
many millions of helplefs infants have been ſa- 
crificed to the celibacy of the clergy, will never 
be khown till che day of judgment; when it 
wilt probably appear, that they are fat more 
than ever fell victims to the heathen Moloch. 
| —Þluſh, if you can! 
bat - 950 for mending, waſt'd to flier Hain, P 
To fay nothing, of that avarice. and luperſtition, 
which alrernately blew the trump, of war, ia the 
time of rhe croilades, from, the year 1095 to 


12813 and heh th "Spaniards, mowed down 


defenceleſs millions in America — To ſay no- 
thing either of i the Albi genſes and Waldenſes, whoſe 
awful millions, Naughtered after the year 1209, 
could or quench the ' papal thirſt for blood; or 
of that 'blood of | our own. anceſtors, which 
Queen Mary ſhed, during her five years reign— 
To ſay nothing of the thaſſacte of Parts, in 1 572, 
which deſtroyed * thouſands, and tens of thou- 
ſands' of Proteſtants in cold blood To be 
ſilent concerning the Spaniſh Armada in 1588 ; 

and the knives, thumb fcrews, and other engines 
of torture which were brought over in it, and 
are preſetved to this day in the Tower of Lon- 
don +; and but juſt to mention the Gun: poder 
Plot in 1605—To ſay” nothing of the Iriſh a” 


= See the Proteflant Afeciation' g Appeal, P- 8. 5 

+ See Mr. Caleb Evane' > Remembrance s the. former 
| Days, 3d edition, p. 29. 5 
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The Incurable Abomination. 17 
ſacre in 1641, which deſtroyed 150,000 Pro- 
teſtants in fix months *; and to leave the Mo- 
nument upon Fiſh- ſtreet hill in London, to re- 
late the reaſon for which it was erected there: 
—To forget the 800,000 of his beſt ſubjects, 
which Lewis the XIVch baniſhed out of their 
native France—To ſay nothing of the infernal 
atchievements of the Feſuits, from the year 
1340 when their order was erected, to their ex- 


puifien, or rather diſperſion, in 1773; or of the 
innocent blood, ſhed,” in a manner too horrible 


to be related, by that hell-commiſſioned court 


the Inquifition ; which it is ſaid, that ſervile 
Spain revived ſo lately as in the year 1776, at 
the expence of the lives of two honourable 
counſellors +.—To ſay nothing, yes, my bre- 
thren (—though it is not ſo immediately my 
deſign to relate hiſtorical facts in this diſcourſe, 
yet having named the above—) I muſt ſtop and 
ſay, that Rome, in long arrears, has yet every 
drop of this blood to pay for.— 

But to ſay no more of former times, the pre- 
ſent illumined ! century, has produced many 
awful inſtances of their bloody diſpoſition. Dr. 
Erſkine has mentioned ſome of them, in his 
Conſiderations on the Spirit of Popery 4; viz. that 
in the year 1709, they deprived the Lutherans 
in Sileſſa of 125 churches, which had been 


» See Mr. M. Henry's Feber a 4 Spiritual Tyramy, lately 
republiſhed. 


4 Mr. Evans's Remembrancer, p. 16. 


1 See 17. * : 
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216 dhe Inturable Abomination. 
aloud' to every one, that he has not repented, 
nor ever intends it. I proceed, 

3. Neither repented they of their murders. How 
many millions of helpleſs infants have been ſa- 
crificed to the celibacy of the clergy, will never 
be khown till the day of judgment; when it 
wilt probably appear, that they are far more 
than ever fell victims to the heathen Moloch, 
| — if you can! 

Ir worſe for mending, waſt'd to feuler Rains 'q 


To ſay nothing, of that avarice.and luperſtition, 
kick alternately blew the trump of war, in the 
time of the croilades, from the year 1095 to 
12813 and Wheh the Spaniards, mowed down 
defenceleſs millions in "America — To ſay no- 
thing either of t the Albi genſes and Waldenſes, whoſe 
awful millions, ſlaughtered after the year 1209, 
could oy quench the papal thirſt for blood; or 
of that blood of our own. anceſtors, which 
Queen Mary ſhed, during her five years reign— 
To ſay nothing of the thaffacre of Paris, in 1 572, 
which deſtroyed : thouſands, and tens of thou- 
ſands of Proteſtants in cold blood To be 
ſilent concerning the Spaniſh Armada in 1588 ; 
and the knives, thumb ſcrews, and other engines 
of torture which were brought over in it, and 
are'preſerved'to this day in the Tower of Lon- 
don + ; and but juſt to mention the Gun-potoder 
Plot in 1605—To ſay nothing of the Iriſh Ma/- 
_ *® See the Proteftlant Afeciation' s Appeal, p. 8. 


+ See Mr. Caleb Evans' s Remembrance of the. former 
Days, 34 edition, p. 29. 
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ſacre in 1641, which deſtroyed 150,000 Pro- 
teſtants in ſix months *; and to leave the Mo- 
nument upon Fiſh-ſtreet hill in London, to re- 
late the reaſon for which it was erected there: 
To forget the 800,000 of his beſt ſubjects, 
which Lewis the XIVth baniſhed: out of their 
native France—To ſay nothing of the infernal 
atchievements of the Feſuits, from the year 
1540 when their order was erected, to their ex- 
pulſion, or rather diſperſion, in 1773; or of the 
innocent blood, ſhed, in a manner too horrible 
to be related, by that hell-commiſſioned court 
the Inquifition, which it is ſaid, that ſervile 


Spain revived ſo lately as in the year 1776, at 


the expence of the lives of two honourable 
counſellors +.—To ſay nothing, yes, my bre- 
thren (—though it is not ſo immediately my 
deſign to relate hiſtorical facts in this diſcourſe, 
yer having named the above—) I muſt ſtop and 
fay, that Rome, in long arrears, has yet every 
drop of this blood to pay for. — 

Bur to ſay no more of former times, the pre- 
ſent illumined! century, has produced many 
awful inſtances of their bloody diſpoſition, Dr. 
Erſkine has mentioned ſome of them, in his 
Confiderations on the Spirit of Popery ; viz. that 
in the year 1709, they deprived the Lutherans 
jn Silefha of 125 churches, which had been 


. * See Mr, M. Henry's Popery a Spiritual Tyranny, lately 
republiſhed. mo 
1 Mr. Evans's Remembrancer, p. 16. 


1 See page 17, 
Oy 1 granted 
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granted them in 1707 by the treaty of Alt- 
Ranſtadt ; and obliged them to renounce Luth- 


eraniſm, under the pain of baniſhment or con- 


fiſcation of goods. —In 1724, upon the falſe 
reports, and ſuborned evidence of the Jeſuits, 
the chief magiſtrate of Thorn, and nine of 
the citizens, were put to death; and the Pro- 
teſtants were deprived of their church and 
ſchool, and denudated of the privileges inſur- 
ed to them by the treaty of Oliva; without 
allowing them a hearing in their defence. To 
complete the ſhocking ſcene, the execution of 
* the condemned citizens, was ordered eight 
days before the time ſpecified in the ſentence, 
that no chance might be left them for pro- 
curing a pardon.“ -n December 1731, and 
January 1732, the weather being ſtormy, and 


the cold moſt bitter and intenſe, about 20,678 


were diiven from the archbiſhoprick of Saltz- 
burg, with every circumſtance, of infernal cru- 
elty +.—Contrary to the faith of treaty, the 
Diſſidents- in Poland were deprived of their 
churches; and in 1736 declared incapable of 
public offices T. — In 1744 and 1745 there was 


a violent perſecution of the Proteſtants in France, 
which occaſſioned the pamphlet intitled Popery 
always ihe ſame $.—In 1745 an order was erect- 
ed in Hungary,” to ſilence all who talk offen- 


ſiyely, or raiſe doubts, againſt the Pope, or Ca- 
tholie Faith l. And, from the late Empreſs 


* Dr, Erſkine's chlndertienhge: page 7 2 
1 Page 18, 19. 8 1 Page 14, 15. 
8 in Page 16, 17. 
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Queen's, acceſſion to the throne, to the year 


1949, the Proteſtants in Hungary were depriv- 
ed of 105 of their churches; and in 1751, it 


was announced to ſome, who were lying in irons 


for their religion, that the Queen would ra- 
ther the land ſhould bear thorns and thiſtles, 
* than that it ſhould be ploughed by Lu- 
© therans,* 

Dr, Gibbons, in his ſermon on ſympathy with 
our ſuffering brethren, has alſo preſerved ſome 
letters, which give us an account, of the perſe- 
cutions of the Proteſtants in France, in 1754 and 
1755, though their number was then ſaid to be 
three millions; which, I apprehend, is conſider- 
ably increaſed ſince that time.—And lo lately as 
in the year 1762, Mr. Rochette, a Proteſtant mi- 
niſter, and three of the French Nobleſſe, were 
murdered at Thoulouſe in France, for their reli— 
gion, which is noticed by the author of a fort 
view of the ſtatutes, at preſent in Fm againſt 


. Popery in Scotland. 


The bloody genius of Popery appears conſpi- 
cuous in the delicate, but inſidious letters of 
Ganganelli +. But to ſay no more of old ſto- 
ries, Mr. Macgowan has given us the name of 
a Lancaſhire Papiſt, who ſaid to him, Sir, I 
ſhould rejoice to ſee you, and all ſuch heretics as 


i are, burnt at a ſtake 4.“ And, Mr. John 


* Page TH 16. 
+ See Mr. Evans's 8 of tte formier Days, 30 


edition, p. 13, 14, and 36, 37. And the new Editioh- 


of Mr. Henry's Popery a ſpiritual Tyranny, p. 64, 66. 
} Foundry Budget opencd, p. 47. 
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Weſley informs us, that * ſome time ſince, a 
© Romiſh Prieſt came to one he knew, and after 
* talking with her largely, broke out, * You 
« are no heretic ; you have the experience of a 
„real chriſtian,” And would you, fhe aſked, 
burn me alive? He ſaid, ** God forbid, un- 
« leſs it were for the good of the church *.“ 
If you want a third evidence, the celebrated 
G. H. ſteps forward from Edinburgh, Nov. 4th, 
1778; and, in a 2d edition of his Roman Ca- 
tholic Fidelity, printed at London, 1779, hav- 
ing vindicated the burning of John Huſs in 
1415, tells us +, The ſpiritual juriſdiction of 
the church, is believed by Roman Catholics 
© to be truly divine and indefeaſible; conſe- 
© quently no human power can violate it without 
'* offending God.“ From hence he concludes, 
that all civil protections, which interfere with 
(what he calls) the intereſts of the church, are 
in themſelves + unjuſt and unlawful, and in 
their nature null and void. This effectually 
confutes all his Roman Catbolic Fidelity to Pro- 
teſtants; and, at the ſame time, warns our rea- 
ſon and ſelf- love, not to tolerate ſuch men. 
But whether we believe or not, we have at leaſt 
heard from themſclves, what ſteps they will in- 
diſputably take to root out Proteſtantiſm, as ſoon 
as it is in their power; nor did the Council of 
Trent reprobate coercive meaſures to propagate 
their religion, but rather couatenanced them. 


* Briſtol Gazette, Feb. ioth, 1780. 
+ Page 125—128. 


1 See Intereſting Fadts concerning Popery, p. 14. If 
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If I had ſpoken of their ſoul-murders! ada- 
mantine lungs, and as many eternities as they 
have ruined ſouls (had that been poſſible) would 
have been neceſſary to do even a partial juſtice 
to my theme.—Oh the dreadful wailings which 
theſe things will ſoon produce, through long, 
fiery, interminable ages | 
4. Neither repented they of their ſorceries. 
Perhaps, no men ever attained ſuch a perfection 
in the art of poiſoning the bodies of men, as the 
Papiſts ; and that this has been done, even by 
the wafer in the Lord's Supper, will never be 
forgotten by thinking Proteſtants. But as the 
ſeveral ſpecies of murder have been included 
under the foregoing charge, I rather underſtand 
the word Qzpiraxiwy poiſenings, or ſorceries, of 
the artful methods which they make uſe of to pro- 
pagate their religion; viz. either denying, con- 
cealing, or colouring over their abominations, 
without ſhame or remorſe, as may beſt ſuit the 
ſtare of the perſons, whom they have marked for 
their prey; and at the fame time defaming and 
vilifying all that oppoſe them (eſpecially the Cal- 
viniſts), when they have prevailed. Or by this 
word ſorceries, we may underſtand, * all the ſu- 
perſtitious methods which they make uſe of, 
* to make 'men fancy themſelves religious, by 
* what others can do for, or to them; or 
* what they can do for themſelves, without the 
practice of true righreouſneſs or virtue.“ Or 


Dr. Doddridęe. 
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the word may intimate' the power of thoſe Argus 
and hing wonders, by which they perpetuate 


their tyranny over the ſouls of men; which are 


properly ſorceries or enchantments practiſed upon 


men, * ſuch as too well agree with a religion, 


which avowedly commands us to give up our 
reaſon and ſenſes, that the ambitious and artful 


may lead us blindfolded where they will; but 


we have a uſe for our reaſon and ſenſes, Sirs: 
and ſhould eſteem it treaſon againſt our Maker, 
and our on nature, to ſhip them off to Rome. 

5G. Neither repented they of their fornication. 
The Romiſh church, as ſuch, never was married 


to Chriſt, therefore is not charged with adul- 
tery in the Revelation, but only with fornication, 


yet ſhe has .been repeatedly a mother, though 
ſhe is not a wife; and, having left herſclf at 
large for every lover that comes, whether Hea- 
then or Chriſtian, we cannot wonder that this 
Mother of Harlots, did not bring forth all her 
progeny in one year, or in one century. Per- 


haps ſome of you can tell me the age of moſt of 


her children, or point to the year when each of 
her capital abominations firft ſtarted into life; if 
not, as the word is in the ſingular number, my 
text only calls me to ſpeak at preſent of their tem- 
poral fornication; for which the ſingle life of their 
clergy, and all the monaſtic orders among them, 
ſo conſpicuouſly provide. And that this iniquity 
may not be confined to any one ſet of men, they 


* See Potter's Grecian Antiguit. vol. 1. p. 353-3356. 


have 
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have invented a diſtinction of fins into mortal and 
venial; and yet farther to quiet the conſciences 
of men, they have publiſhed their indulgen- 
cies z and the tax· book of the Roman Chancery, 
not only fixes the price at which they may com- 
mit this ſin “ (at the public ſtews which are pre- 
pared for them at Rome ;) but alſo ſpecifies the 
price of other ſins, which are remiſlible wi 
them. This ſcandalous book was firſt publiſhed 
at Rome in the year 1314 7; and if God had 
not raiſed up Luther three years after, to teſtify 
againſt theſe indulgencies, and attack the throne 
of the beaſt, human nature had been wholly 
brutified ; and Chriſtianity ſo corrupted, muſt 
have become an abomination to all ſober men, 
before this time. e 

To ſay nothing of their muſic, the fine, and 
ſome of them immodeſt paintings in their 
churches; and particularly their repreſenting 
Religion, by a ſtatue of a laſcivious young girl (in 
a reclining poſture, and in a wanton, indolent 
attirude,) holding in her hand a flaming heart, 
in St. Peter's church at Rome ; together with 
the pomp and ſplendour of their worſhip ; their 
pride and luxury; and the idleneſs encouraged 
and promoted by their numerous holy-days, 
all contribute to their mak ing N on Jer the 


feſh, to Fulfil this tuft thereof. 
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6. Neither repented they of their thefts. The 
word is plural, and therefore takes in all the kinds 
of their thefts, and all the degrees and acts of 
each Kind. They rob God of the glory of his 
omniſcience and ſpirituality, by a pompous but 
ſuperficial religion; of the glory of his holineſs 
and juſtice, by their diſtinction of fins into Mortal 
and venial, and in ſhort, by the whole of their 
doctrine and worſhip : they alſo rob God of the 
glory of his mercy, by their doctrines of merit, 
works of ſupererogation, penances and purga- 
cory ; as well as by their temporal and ſpiritual 
cruelty to many of the perſons whom he inha- 
| bits as his living temples. They rob Chrift of 
his very being, by eating their God, as they 
ſay ; and of his mediatorial honours, by joining 
themſelves with him, in offering what they 
blaſphemouſly call, the Sacrifice of the Maſs 
(forgetting, that if any man upon earth offered 
Chriſt as a ſacrifice; it was the traitor Judas); 
and by including ſaints and angels with him, in 
the mediatory work of interceſſion in heaven, as 
well as by bringing them in as ſharers, and part- 
ners of his honour, confidence,, and worſhip. 

They have robbed the. churches of many of 
thoſe miniſters, of whom the world was not 
worthy they refuſe the laity, the cup in the 
ſacrament ;z and the liberty of knowing what 
they mean, when they pray to God yea, they 
have robbed them of | their reaſon; and ſenſes 
too, by the doctrines of rranfubſtantiation, and 
the er and infallibility of the Pope. 

ES And 
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And, wherever they can, they rob the world of 


the free uſe of the ſcriptures in their own lan- 
guage; an injury this, which, of all others, 
proteſtant nations moſt ſeriouſly deteſt and de- 
precate: and he makes his own life uſeleſs and 
accurſed, who /ells the truth to ſecure it, Prov. 
XX1ll. 23. As to their temporal tete, the 


Pope's robbing Childeric III. of France, of his 


crown, and giving it to Pepin one of his ſer- 
vants, by an infamous decree, five years before 
himſelf became a beaſt, viz. in the year 751, 
was an early intimation to princes and ſtates, 
what they had to expect from his Holineſs, if he 
ſhould become a ſecular Governor“. There- 
fore, we wonder the leſs to hear, that they have 
gulled men out of their money and eſtates, by 
their doctrine of indulgencies, church-patrimo- 
nies, and purgatory ; and eſpecially by the vaſt 
ſums they have levied upon the world, from 
the dark territories of the grave, by means of 
the rotten carcaſes of their pretended ſaints; as 
by their relics, viſiting their tombs, and by 
many lying miracles ſuppoſed to be done by 
them; ſee the word owuara carcaſes, Rev. 
XVIli. 13. | 

Such are. the men, who are chriſtianized to 
completer heatheniſm, than heathen Rome was 
ever acquainted with, Say I theſe things againſt 
them as a man, or ſaith not the law which they 
have broken, and the expreſs teſtimony of God 


* See Moſheim's Eccleſ. Hiſt. Vol. i, p. 352- 
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himſelf, the ſame things? Will they then prevobe 
the Lord to jealouſy with their quibbles and eva- 
ſions? Are they ſtronger than he? Will they deny 
his charges ? Will they explain them away ? 
Will they think to get rid of them, by leav- 
ing them at the doors of particular Popes and 
Cardinals, as diſclaimed by the reſt? Tea, 
let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is 
written, That thou mighteſt be juſtified in thy 
ſayings, and mighteſt overcome when thou art 
Judged. 

I know of but one thing that can, make the 
above character yet more compleatly deteſtable, 
and that is, continuance; and if you have any hu- 
manity for the Papiſts, as fellow-creatures, or 
any proper concern about yourſelves, how will 
your pity and your horror be excited, when ! 
come to prove to you, that, as they never did, 


ſo, 


III. As @ Body, they never will repent, bur, 
continuing in ſubjection to the Pope, will t- 
main in bondage to thele ſix abominations, 1} 
divine vengeance blaſts and deſtroys the man ot 
ſin. 

To this, two things will be objected; viz. 

1 Oi. Many of the Papiſts have been, and 
are, and therefore doubtleſs many of them will be 
hereafter, ſhining examples of piety and bene- 
volence. 

Anſ. The church of Rome has never yet dil- 
annulled thoſe conſtitutions, which have been 
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the prolific parents of theſe great abominations; 
and while theſe remain, the real or ſuppoſed 


clear Popery from theſe charges againſt it, than 
the humanity and benevolence of ſome ancient 
heathen Roman perſecutors, could either invali- 
date the accuſations againſt the Gentile world, 
which are drawn up by an inſpired pen, in 
Rom. i. or diſprove the neceſſity of the Divine 
interpoſal, in order to reſtore human nature to its 
primeval dignity and bleſſedneſs by a Mediator. 
2, Obj. * In the Remarks on the Revelation, you 
have ſaid, that England now gives its power to the 
beaſt ; if ſo, England as well as Rome muſt be 
guilty of theſe fix ſins, which it is viſible that it is 
not; and therefore your argument falls to the 
| | ground. 
q Anſ. It was neceſſary that God's weſtern wwit- 
E neſs ſhould have his refidence among theſe ten 
impenitent horns of the beaſt; for a witneſs afar 


) E off, would be as no witnels at all. And fo far 
* | as any are faithful to God, they cannot be guil- 
1 | ty of theſe ſix ſins, much leſs of impenitence 
t = under them; but, as evil examples are infec- 


tious, therefore many pretended witneſſes for 
God vindicate the wickedneſs which they pro- 
= fels to oppoſe: io the Greek Church, while it 
BE witneſſes againſt Mahometaniſm, yet awfully 
ſymbolizing with its abominations, more than 
ſeems to give its power to it; as the Jews fre- 
quently did to Heatheniſm, while they vainly 

E 2 pra- 
* page 250. 


virtues of preſent or future Papiſts, can no more 
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proteſted againſt it. So a nation which is buy 
in part reformed from Popery, [while it tefti- 
fies for God, as far as it is reformed] may yet in 
ſpirit, though not profeſſedly, give its power 10 
the aqgaſt ; and conſequently be virtually guilty 
of all theſe ſix ſins, But while England, and 
other partly-reformed countries, are only guilty 
of theſe fins, in ſpirit, not literally *; among 
thoſe who are avowedly in communion with the 
church of Rome; theſe ſix ſins, which are the 
eſſential ingredients of Popery, will be always 
viſibly in dominion ; unleſs Popery has exchang- 
ed its own for another and better nature. But 
can a root, which never produced any thing but 
gall and wormwoed, now bring forth grapes and 
fgs ? When ſinners are converted, their diſpoſi- 
tions, their works, and their denominations, are 
changed; and ſo it will be with papal Gentiles, 
when they turn from dumb idols, to ſerve the liv- 
ing God, and to wait for bis Son from heaven; 
for he that is travelling to Sion, has left the 
road to Babylon and Egypt; and the voice from 


beaven ſays, Come out of her, my people, that ye 


A man may be guilty of a fin i /irit, though not 
in the letter, when he does that which, by fair interpre- 
tation, is the fin in queſtion, which virtually includes it, 
ſtrongly tends to it, or may probably occaſion it; ſee 
Theſſ. v. 22. Rev. xvii. 17. How far this may be the cha- 
rater of England, with relation to theſe fins, I leave t9 
their conſideration, whom it immediately concerns 
point which is too plain already, needs the lets explana- 
tion. | 


bt 


a RIG * — 
Py tis 1 9 ” 
TY St] : WE Ty 
n n * 


— nt 


9 


The Incurable Abomination. 29 


be not partakers of her fins, and that ye receive not 
of her plagues, Rev. xviii. 4. 

True, the papal road to hell may be providen- 
tially waſhed cleaner, in ſome reſpects, than it 
was; but, however Popery may be reſtrained 
for a time, 1t can never receive any ſuch altera- 
tion, as to give it a different aſpect upon the in- 
tereſts of precious ſouls, or of ſtates and king- 
doms, from that which it has always worn. — 
To prove this point, it may be ſufficient only to 
recollect, 

1. That human depravity is not likely to be 
conquered, while a man's religion defends it. 
Out of the heart, ſays our Lord, proceed evil 
reaſonings, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
falſe witneſs, blaſphemies, theſe are the things 
which defile a man, Mat. xv. 19, 20. And 
when the moſt daring of theſe vices, can fo far 
extinguiſh the light of the underſtanding, as to 
win over conſcience to their {ide ; when they can 
be taken under the foſtering wing of a man's 
religion; be received as the Mandates of hea- 
ven, and revered as the appointed way to cter- 
nal life; nothing certainly ſets a man, or a 
people, farther out of the way of God's grace 
than this: and if the Lord will fave ſuch, he 
has no other way of doing it, than by expelling 
ſo wicked a religion out of the heads and hearts 
of his creatures; that is, by making them ceaſe 
to be Papiſts, (for nature cannot continue de- 
praved as it was, when 1t 1s renewed.) How 
generally and effectually his grace will be dif- 
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fuſed in the Millennium to accompliſh glorious 
things, will be ſeen in its time; but that bleſſed 
period , will not arrive till after Popery is ſwept 
down into hell; compare Rev. xixth with ch. 
xx. 1—6: for that which they call the only 
true religion, is ſuch a direct opprſttion to all 
real religion, that the power of vital godlinels 
can never be generally diffuſed upon earth, till 
God has deſtroyed the Man of fin, by the breath 
of his noſtrils, and by the brightneſs of his coming. 
—But from the witneſs of nature, as depraved 
in itſelf, and yet more ſo by their religion, let 
us aſcend, _ : 

2. To nature's God, who has aſſerted, that 
Popery never did, nor will alter for the Better. 
We have this declaration (not indeed in my 
text, as detached from the place where it ſtands, 
and ſeparated from the other parts of this pro- 
phetic hiſtory; yet) in my text, conſidered in 
its connection with the ſubſequent prophecies of. 
this book, and with other parts of the inſpired 
canon.—lt this can be proved, our venerable an- 
ceſtors, as well as later Proteſtant writers, ſhould 
have brought this argument more into public 
view; which might have prelerved many of our 
contemporaries, from the dangerous miſtake of 
ſuppoling, that the doctrines of Popery are mere 
points of ſpeculation, and its ſpirit now too pe 
and humane to offer an injury to any man- They 
aſſerted, indeed, that whether chained or at li- 
berty, Popery is always the ſame; but they too 
much contented themſelves, with adducing thoſe 
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recent facts to ſupport their aſſertions, with which 
Popery never failed to turniſh them in any age, 
and ſome of which, I have named in this diſcourſe. 
But we muſt go lower dowr to the divine foun- 
dation of our faith in this point; and prove that 
God had both prediQed all thoſe ſcenes of deſo- 
lation, which Popery has ever ſpread (many cen- 
turies before the Pope aroſe, and while the amy- 
fiery of iniguity was yet only beginning to wert); 
and alſo aſſerted, that they will, after the pre- 
ſent time, repeat the ſame, as ſoon as ever it is 
in their power. 

But is it ſo? —Alas! to deſpiſe, er at leaſt to 
neglect propheſyings was the ſin of many of our 
fathers, and we have received this vain conver- 
ſation, by tradition, from them.—Bur 7 will now 
hear what God the Lord has ſaid upon this 
ſubject. 

He has told us of heir impenitence in my 
text; which we have heard will continue, till 
ſome time after the year 1866; after which he 
gives us a prophetic hiſtory of the wickedneſs of 
the ſame perſons,, and of the vials of his wrath 
which are to be poured out upon them : and con- 
cludes with an awful deſcription of their ruin. 
Now if a biographer, or other hiſtorian, almoſt 
as ſoon as he has named a prodigal, deſcribes a 
warning, which he received by the awful death 
of one of his aſſociates in wickednels, yet tells 
us of his impenitence under this warning; then 
proceeds to point out his incorrigible obſtinacy, 
and increaſing wickedneſs, under farther rebukes 
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of Providence; and concludes with an account 
of his dreadful end; does not this writer tell 
us, that he never did repent? Juſt ſo has the 
Holy Ghoſt done with reſpect to the Man of fin, 
(deſcribing very particularly, in prophetic lan- 
guage, future events, with the ſame certainty 
and preciſion, as though they had already hap- 
pened, and) pointing out his final impenitence 
and certain ruin.—From whence we may fairly 
infer, what is now meant to be ſupported, that 
as the Man of fin, never did yet, ſo he never will, 
repent of any one of the ſix ſins here menti- 
oned. | | h 
And this account of his impenitence in my 
text, ought to have been the more noticed, (1) 
Becauſe the fins of which he is ſaid not to repent, 


are the moſt atrocious imaginable; viz. devil- 
worſhip, idol-worſhip, murders, ſorceries, fornication, 


and thefts, What can diſturb the conſcience, 
that can fleep quiet under ſuch ſins as theſe, 
which have ten thouſand others in their bowels ? 
You may as well expect fire out of water, as 
any ſolid permanent virtue from thoſe men who 
can habitually commit theſe great evils. (2) Be- 
cauſe he was ſo far from repenting of theſe ſins, 
that he even ſported with the judgments brought 
upon the Greeks for them, by fomenting di- 
viſions among them in their troubles, in order 
to eſtabliſh his own eccleſiaſtical ſupremacy over 
them; and by other methods encouraging the 
murders and thefts of the Turks. (3) He ex- 
erted all his powers to compel others allo 10 
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Haſpheme; and laboured, with infinite toil, to 
make his wickedneſs as extenſive, as it was 


atrocious. And, He did this in dire& defiance 


of God's witneſſes, who propheſied to him in 
vain of the certain conſequences of his daring 
impiety. And when theſe witneſſes were taken 


away, he would not hear even more angelic wit- 


neſſes ; but his index expurgatorius of their writ- 
ings ſtill invited the devil to lead him where he 
would. And beſides theſe reaſons — 


God had demanded a very particular and 


early attention to this impenitence of the Papiſts, 
(1) By prefixing the account of it, to that of 
their wickedneſs; (2) By evidencing it by a ſub- 
ſequent prophetic hiſtory of their iniquities, in 
the following chapters; which increaſes from that 
of a fallen ſtar, opening the well of the abyſs, 
through all the ſavage brutalities of a Beaſt, 
under this ſixth trumpet; and the ſtriking 
elimax ends in the unrelenting cruelties of à 
dragon, under the ſeventh. (3) It is ſealed by 
repeated accounts of their impenitence even 
while the vials of God's wrath were pouring 
out upon them; ſee ch. xvi. 6, 9, 11. And (4) 


It is awfully confirmed, ch. xixth, by ſuch an 


account of their final ruin, as eee ſup⸗ 
poſes their final impenitence. 


By calling the Pope a Beaſt, a Serpent, and after- 
wards a Dragon, the Lord has forbidden us to ex- 


pect, either human or divine virtues from him. 
We have indeed read of a beaſt, Nebuchadnezzar, 
who had the heart of a man reſtored to him! Bur 
this is a felicity which (we have proved) will 
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never befal the Roman beaſt z on the contrary, 
by calling him the Men of fin; 2 Theſſ. ii, 3—8, 
the Holy Ghoſt aſſures us, that he will be that 
only and always, as long as he continues; as 


by calling him a Sen f perdition, he teſtifies, 


that as he now /i/#eth in the temple of God, fbew- 
ing himſelf that be is God; ſo he will continue 
to oppaſe, and exalt bimſelf, above all that is call. 
ed God, or that is worſhipped ; till the Lord him- 
ſelf ſhall conſume this lawleſs. bur, by the Spirit of 
his mouth,- and deſtroy bim tuith the brightneſs of 
his coming: for that theſe words ſpeak of the 


| Pope, is obvious to every eye, and has been 


repeatedly proved, beyond a doubt. 

I might have added, that God's comparing 
Rome to Sodom, Babylon and Egypt, tells us 
aloud, got to expect Chriſtianity, among the 
people, whom himſelf has called Gentiles; ſee 
Rev. xi. 2, 8. and xvii. 3. Were thoſe places 
notorious for their wickedneſs, and eſpecially 
for petſetuting the people of God? Why then 
did you, with the beloved diſciple, märvel to 
lee the. Haman,; who is compared to them, 
drunk xoith the blood of | the ſaints, and with the 
blood of the martyrs of Jeſus Chrift 1 Had not 
God revealed it to Jobs in Patmos, in the year 
96, that the Man of fin would ſhed thoſe. oceans 
of Proteſtant. blood? Yes, and he had told you 
of the time too. And if the fecond beaſt is not 
yet come; and if we have not miſunderſtood his 
words, you may juſtly conſider all the hiſtories of 
papal perſecutions as prophecies from God, of 
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the yet more bloody work which the Dragon will 
make, after the Beaſt has compleated his former 
cruelties, by the ſlaughter of the two witneſſes. 

I cannot ſee how the words of God can be true, 
if the whore of Babylon ever ceaſes to thirſt after 
the blood of the ſaints, and martyrs of Jeſus, or to 
drink it, the moment it is in her power. But be 
not deceived, God is not mocked. The ſcripture can- 
not be broken; and do ye think that it ſaith any 
thing in vain ? Or do ye think that divine veracity 
would draw up a character, of a power which was 
to continue 1260 years, which was intended to 
expreſs the diſpoſitions of only a moment, or a 
year of that time? —Alas! what partial deiſm 
is this amongſt us, which has ſunk ſome of 
God's words into mere ſounds and ſyllables !— 
But as a Chriſtian, I can pay no attention to the 


favourable things which any man, or body of 


men, ſay of the Papiſts in general; no, not 
even if an Angel was to come from Heaven to 
confirm their words. To the law and to the teſti- 
mony ; if they ſpeak not according to this, it is be- 
cauſe there is no light in them; yea, they preatly 


err, who ſpeak in their behalf, not knowing the 


ſeriptures. 
Bear with me, my brethren, and I will call 
but one witneſs more to prove my point, viz, 


that Popery never did, nor will alter for the better, 
and that is “, 


* As God virtually aſſerted, that Abraham, Iſaac, and 


Jacob were alive, and that their Bodies ſhould be raiſed 


ſrom the dead, when he ſaid to Moſes at the buſh, 7 am 
the God of Abraham, &c. ſo by the 1 which he has 
ſaid of Popery, he has plainly aſſerted, that it never did, 
hor will alter for the better, but for the worſe. 
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3. The Pope himſelf and all his ſervants. You 
have heard of their infallibility; and it is the 
ſame thing to us, whether it reſides in the Pope, 
a council, or the church, as it is certainly de- 
ſigned to ſecure the ſix diſtinguiſhing points of 
their faith and practice, which the Holy Ghoſt 
has here ſtigmatized. Infallibility was the laſt ſeal 
of perdition, which the devil had to fet upon his 
ſervants, to prevent their return to reaſon and 
virtue; therefore they cannot now return 44 
Papiſts, for it is decreed among them, that the 
Pope or the church cannot err; that is, they are 
what they have been, and they will be what 
they are. It was not indeed Ganganelli, nor the 
preſent Pope, who firſt opened the well of the 
abyſs, this was done in the year 606. But I 
charge them, and all their predeceſſors and de- 
pendants, with keeping the mouth of hell open; 
and with loving that thick ſmoke, and foſtering 
thoſe locuſts. which proceeded out of it. They 
have not purged themſelves from this iniquity 
yea, to this moment. they defend and avow the 
bulls, edicts, and councils which have pro- 
moted and eſtabliſned the above abominations. 
Therefore, I turn to every intelligent Papiſt upon 
earth, who has paſſed his noviciate ſtate, and ſay 
to him, Thus ſaith the Lord, your church has not 
yet repented of her demon-worſhip, nor of her wor- 
ſhipping idols, which can neither ſee, nor hear, nor 
wall; neither has ſhe repented of her murders, her 
ſerceries, her fornication, nor of her thefts ; and, 
whatever you may think proper to ſay to thoſe 
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Proteſtants who may be duped, you know in your 
own conſcience, that ſhe intends to go on in the 
ſame way, as ſoon and as long as ever ſhe can.— 
Horrible as theſe things may appear, I have ſaid 
no more of them, than what the open-hearted 
and ingenuous among themſelves have avowed, 
More virtuous nature, it is allowed, may in 
ſome inſtances, and for a time, overcome the in- 


fluence of a bloody religion; But can it be ſafe 


to truſt to this, where ſuperſtition and infallibi- 
liiy are ſtil] pointing out the bloody, as the only, 
road to heaven ? eſpecially, as God himſelf has af- 
ſured us (in the above-named ſcriptures) that nei- 
ther ſober nature, nor their politeneſs, will ever 
prevent the working of Satan in their religion, 
from bearing the characters of his ſubtilty and 
wickedneſs. They ſpare by policy, but be- 
tray by principle.” Some of them, it is con- 
felled, are men of learning; yet dare not know 
the whole truth, but are forced to be ſhy to many 
an angelic form that comes to invite them to 
dignity and bliſs; and while infernal principles 
vitiate the heart, they cannot fail of beclouding 
the head, And what can they know to purpoſe, 
to whom God ſends the energy of a deluſion, Gr. to 
believe a lye; that they might all be damned, who 
believed not the truth, but had pleaſure in unrigh- 
teouſneſs ? 

Reviewing what has been ſaid, your thoughts 
have doubtleſs run before me.—Yes, my bre- 
thren, you are already in poſſeſſion of my firſt 'n- 
ference.— I know your hearts glow with gra- 
titude, 


— — 
—— — — — 4 
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titude, for your deliverance from ſuch à curſed 
religion; but you muſt do more, you muſt pray 
for the Papiſts,; and your prayers will avail to 
ſnatch a few of them from the jaws of death. 
And to incourage fervent addreſſes to the eternal 
throne, for them, remember, that though no 
part of the devil's kingdom is ſo watched, (to 
prevent his vaſſals from eſcaping to Chriſt) as 
the broad way to hell by Rome, yet Jefus can, 
with infinite eaſe, bring into his fold all the 
ſheep which his Father has given him. I fear, 
indeed, that France and Spain, and the other 
eight horns of the Roman beaſt, will not hate 
the whore, enough to make ber naked and de- 
folate, to eat her fleſh and burn her with fire, & till 
all the vials are poured out, in the year 1942 ; 
(or at leaſt till they are begun); but even that 
period adyances : ſtep forward therefore by faith 

and prayer, and ſee an honourable indignation 
kindling in ten thouſand breaſts ; an indignation 
ſo general and ſo great, as the world had never 
witneſſed before. There is a cauſe; and at the 
ſame time, the re-echoing ſkies carry the glad 
news from pole to pole, of what Jeſus has al- 
ready begun againſt Babylon, and in favour of 
Mount Sion, which he has loved. 

But the inference that I mean eſpecially to 
hold up to your view from theſe words, is this, 
that as ſuch are the abominations of Popery (of 
which they never did, nor will repent); therefore 
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it muſt be unlawful, to do any thing to promote 
Popery, or that has the moſt diſtant 3 
towards it. 

The Jewiſh Kings were not permitted to tole- 

rate devil - worſhip, idolatry, murder, ſorceries, 
fornication, nor theft; and if God is not chang- 
ed, his hatred of theſe things cannot be abat · 
ed *— But alas! the moſt dreadful judgment, 
which the ten horns of the beaſt ever knew, 
fince the year 756, or ever will, till the words 
of God upon this ſubject are fulfilled, is that, 
which has been always leaſt obſerved; viz. God's 
putting into their hearts to agree, and give their 
kingdom to the Beaſt for fo long a time; ſee 
Rev, xvii. 17, But whatever the vaſſals of Rome 
and bell may deſign, certainly the Pope has, 
de jure, no more ſpiritual and etclefraſtical, than he 
has civil and beg de authority within this 
realm. 
Oh! beware, Britain. Don- t ſtretch out thy 
hand again to the fruit which God has forbidden; 
it will be another tree of knowledge of good and 
vil to thee.— It will turn thy Eden into an 
Aceldama.—It will damn unborn millions. —Oh ! 
let it never be ſaid of thee, as once of a nation 
privileged like thyſelf, and which thought 
itſelf as wile as thou, ye have denied the holy one, 
and the juſt, and have deſired a murderer to be 
granted unto you. 


See the Duty of the Civil Magiſtrate, in Matters of 
Religion, in the * to this Sermon. 


Alas 
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Alas! what is to be expected from thoſe men A 
who believe that they have, or may have, a right ta 
to diſpoſe of the lives, liberties, or property of tt 
their neighbours ?—I. have proved that this is, al 
and will be the character of the Papiſts. There- th 
fore, Popery is eſſentially inimical to every Pro- P 
teſtant State and King. And it is a contradiction W 
in terms to ſay, that a Papiſt gives a Proteſtant ez 
government a ſecurity for his good behaviour; it g0 
is ſaying that a Papiſt is not a Papiſt; or, that tri 
he does not believe, that (diſpenſing power of an 
the Pope “ with reſpect to conſcience) without ch 
which he cannot be a Papiſt. ar 

For this reaſon many intelligent friends of B 
their King and country, moſt ' ſeriouſly bewail fo 
that Act of Parliament, which has eventually pr 
warmed Popery into growing life ever ſince May in 
28, 1778 +, and thrown the yet remaining ſta- wi 
tutes againſt that abomination (which had before thi 
been almoſt rendered uſeleſs by deſuetude) into by 
a ſounder doze: and though we deteſt every fre 
form of rtvtipg and injuſtice, yet love to God rif 
and men call aloud upon us, to take every or 
conſtitutional method , for the W of this (3. 

So lately as June 4th, 1712, Pope A XI. (in a 2 
letter to Charles the VI. Emperor of Germany,] announced 6 
it from the papal chair, that u faith was to be kept with x 
Heretics.— See Archdeacon Blackburne's. Conſiderations Q 
on the Controverſy between the Papiſts and Proteſtants. — A 
Appendix IId. page 168—182. . 

'+ The day this Bill received the Royal Aﬀent, See « f 


the Proteſtant I No. 1. p. 5. 
Act. 
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Act. — Is this a criminal? —No, it is a heaven- 
taught, intolerance. But, as you have heard, from 
the mouth of God, that Popery never did, nor will 
alter for the better, therefore, (1) guard againſt all 
that profaneneſs, which calls for, and leads to 
Popery ; (2) acquaint yourſelves very particularly 
with the word of God. Deiſm and Popery are 
extremes, which yet border upon, and mutually 
generate each other — like contiguous rooms, 
fronting the north and ſouth; where the heat 
and cold alternately cavſe the inhabitant to 
change his apartment, with the ſeaſons, ſuch 
are Deiſm and Popery. If we have the latter, 
France can tell us, that we muſt have the 
former; and if we have the former, we have no 
protection againſt the latter. Both agree ſo well 
in their oppoſition to God and-{cripture, that you 


will generally find the one in the neighbourhood of 


the other: for man, however wicked he may be, is 
by nature a religious animal; therefore in a ſtorm 
from the ſky, you will ſee the proud Tnfidel pu- 
rifying himſelf at ſome contemptible ſhrine, 
or ſkulking behind ſome Romiſh ſhadow. 
(3) Beware of all thoſe doctrines which lead 
to Popery ; efpecially of whatever degrades 
Chriſt, or ſets up the creature. Our foundation, 
ſaid ' a Jeſuit, in the year 1628, is Armini- 
* amſm;* and © now we have planted that ſove- 
* reign drug,” in England, which we hope will 
* purge the Proteſlanis from their hereſy ; and it 
* flouriſhes and bears. fruit in due ſeaſon *.“ Be- 


* Neal's Hiftory of the Puritans, Vol. II. p. 182—184. 
(3. ware 
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ware alſo of Arianiſm, in whatever dreſs, or by 
whomſoever brought to you: The Phariſces 
were leavened with the ſpirit of both theſe errors: 
and to propagate the ſame among us, he that open- 
ed the well of the abyſs, has ſent out an ugly demon 
from thence, under the name, ſtyle, and ap- 
pearance of Candour and Charity, to corrupt God's 
witneſſes, and to be a hing ſpirit in their 
mouths. — Under his deforming hand, they 
mutter, and peep !/F—Or if they are vociferons, it is 
againſt his ſervants; many of whom already 
lie down, gagged and bound for their future 
llavghter.—This ſpirit, like another Judas, be- 
trays he Son of Man with a kiſs; and enliſts 
troops for the devil, as it were, under the 
broad-ſeal of heaven, ito ſerve hereafter in the 
corps of Deiſm or Popery.—This ſpirit belies 
God to his face; even in his own houſe; and 
about the moſt important things.— Say, can 
there be a more impudent iniquity on this ſide 
hell? — The Lord look upon it, and rebuke 
it. (4) Support the Goſpel while you have it; 
and let its faithful miniſters have joy from you, 
while they are hated of the world, becauſe they 
teſtify of it that its works are evil. (5) Walk 
cloſely with God, in a devout attendance upon 
all his ordinances while you have them; and in a 
ſerious attention to his providences. —And lee 
that you are Pro-teſi-ants againſt every other ſin, 
| as 


See Iſa. viii. 19. and xxix. +: 
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as well as againſt Popery. (6) Love peace and 
truth; ſo the God of love and peace ſhall be 


with you, and carry you in his tender arms 
to that world, where no oppoſing AnT1- 


Cur1sT ſhall ever wound your purity or peace: 


And to him only be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


I 
— — —— 


AN 
APPENDIX 


CONCERNING 


The Duty of the CIvIL MacrsTrarr, 


in Matters of RELIGION. 


1. S it is not his duty to inſtitute a new 
religion like Moſes, nor, with David, 

to add new regulations to it; ſo he muſt not 
ſhape the religion of Jefus to the humour and 
fancy of man, after the example of the man of 


fin , for Chriſt did not come to erect a worldly 


ſanctuary, nor to eſtabliſh any Kind of political 
hierarchy : on the contrary, as the only creed- 
maker and law-giver of his church,. he appoint- 
ed that thoſe c/zve-trees, the Magiſtracy and 
Miniſtry, ſhould grow as diſtant from each 
other in point of dependence, as his kingdom, 


- and thoſe of this world, are diſtinct and ſepa- 


rate; ſee Zech. ch. iv. and Rev. xi. 4.—-4y 


kingdom, ſays he, is not of this world; there- 


fore Popery, as ſuch, is no part of his kingdom, 
for it is of and for this world, 


2. Nor 
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2. Nor is it his duty to impoſe the belief of 
chriſtian doctrines; for the goſpel was never in- 
tended to be impoſed upon any man. The 
Iſraelites did not compel any of the nations 
which they conquered, to imbrace their reli- 
gion; and in the ſame ſpirit, ſays the the great 
Apoſtle, the weapons of our warfare are not car- 
nal. True, our Lord dealt awfully with the 
Jews for their infidelity by the Romans; but he 
never employed them, or any others, to dragoon 
men into chriſtianity : on the contrary, his ex- 
ample, and that of his Apoſtles, only impowers 
his ſervants to ſay to every 1ndividual, if any mar 
love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be anathema 
maren-atha, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 

Yer as the Magiſtrate ought to be acquainted 
with, and to ſubject himſclf to all the rules of 
religion, that he may recommend it by his ex- 
ample, as a member with others of the viable 
church; ſo it belongs to his office, to protect 
the ſervants of God in preaching the everlaſting 
goſpel; and to preſerve his worſhip pure and 
entire, from whom he received his authority “. 
And, in. order that he may do this, it Huld 
ſeem to be his duty, by his civil authority, to 
animadvert upon all overt as of the literal vis- 
tation of every one of | the ten commandments ; for 
an attention to theſe edicts, is not merely a mat- 
ter of perſonal concern, but a neceflary means 


If the Papiſts, or others, abuſe this truth to the ſupport 
of their unrighteous uſurpations, I will only ſay, they muſt 
bear their own judgment, at the day of the Lord. 


0 
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to preſerve the peace, and ſupport the moral 
and political dignity of the ſtate; and as it is 
certain that this was once the duty of civil go- 
vernors ; whoever aſſerts that it is not ſo now, 
viſibly incourages vice and profaneneſs, in pro- 
portion as he removes difficulties out of the 
way. 

But has God enjoined this upon the chriſtian 
Magiſtrate ? This is the grand, the only queſtion: 
no man however doubts this, with reſpect to 
the ſixth, eighth and ninth commandments : and 
it is the honour of Britain too, to be in pol- 
ſeſſion of laws again Popiſh idolatry, as well 
as againſt profane ſwearing, ſabbath-breaking *, 
and all open uncleanneſs. It was the fear of the 
Lord, that holy treaſure of the wiſe, which affixed 
the broad-ſcal of the ſtate to theſe edicts, that 


If a Jew, a Quader, or Seventh-day Baptiſt, ſhould 
plead conſcience for any act which the law calls /abbath- 
breaking, that law cannot allow his plea for immorality ; 
becauſe his ſabbath-breaking will be as really injurious tv 
the ſtate, as that of other men. And ſuppoſing, Ctho not 
granting, ] that his conſcience is rightly informed, the ſta- 


tute in 1 Cor. viii. 10, 11. forbids the Chriſtian to do an; 


action, which he may lawfully forbear, by which his weak: 
brethren would be inſnared. 

A man's ignorance of the law is his offence, and there. 
fore cannot be his defence. And if the plea of conſcienco 
is allowed, againſt the letter of any part of the moral law, 
then the devil has nothing more to do, than to get into 
his conſcience, and when he has firſt put out his light, ex- 
peQ that heaven and earth ſhould do him honour there, 
for it would be impious to oppoſe him, whatever outrage: 
he may commit againſt God or men, if his conſcience, ang 
not the immutable law of heaven, is to be his rule, 


they 
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they might be freely circulated among us, and 
remain as the perpetual currency of unborn 
ages: and the following conſiderations prove, 
that the Magiſtrate's care ought now to extend 
to firſt, as well as to ſecond-table duties, and 
particularly to the letter of the firſt and ſecond 
commandments. 

1, Becaufe kingdoms and their governors are 
moſt conſpicuouſly the ſubjects of God's moral 
government, all nations, as ſuch, have been, are, 
and will always be under a kind of covenant of 
works; for God will treat them as they behave 
to him. This has appeared in the hiſtory of all na- 
tions; and if the Magiſtrate is now diſcharged 
from any care to urge obedience to firſt-table 
duties, how does it appear, that the Holineſs of God 
is the ſame as it was, in the times of the Jewiſh 
polity, when theſe cares were upon them ? and 
what” becomes of the goodneſs of God too to 
chriſtian countries, if he has removed that guard 
of virtue and religion, which was always a na- 
tural, and, for a long time at leaſt, an inſtitut- 
ed and covenanted means of political ſafety ?— 
If 'God has removed this guard, are then all 
individuals in the ſtate become ſo virtuouſly 
provident of their own and their neighbours 
moral ſafety, that the Magiſtrate need not take any 
farther care on that head? or have /econd-table 
duties alone, now an influence upon our political 
ſafety; and, detached from thoſe of the firſt, can 
they be ſo performed as to ſecure ir ? Surely, no. 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, upon this ſuppoſition, what becomes of 
the truth of God ? Much of the Old Teſtament 
at leaſt is made uſeleſs to us, if we have no con- 
cern with what is there ſaid of the fins and plagues 
of the Jewiſh princes and people. Bur the 
great Apoſtle, ſpeaking: of what the Jews had 
ſuffered for their idolatry, fornication, murmuring 
and tempting of Chriſt in the wilderneſs, adds, 
now all theſe things happened unto them for enſam- 
ples;, and they are written for our admonition, 
whether we are governors or ſubjects, upon 
-ohom the ends of the world are come, 1 Cor. x. 
6—a1 ; for whatever was written aforetime, was 
written for our learning, Rom. xv. 43 for the 
chriſtian church is huilt upon the foundation of 
the prophets, who aſſerted the duties of ' princes 
and people, as well as of the apoſiles, who ſhew- 
ed to both the way of ſalvation, by Jeſus Chriſt , 
bo is the governing Bead of all principality and 
power, even the head over all things to the church, 
Eph. ii. 20. v. 23, 24. and Col. ii. 10, Nor would 
our Lord have ſaid to chriſtian. kings, as well 
as to other men, ſearch the ſcriptures, viz. of the 
Old Teſtament, if che duty of Magiſtrates, there 
injoined, had not concerned them, as one ap- 
pointed mean of their attaining eternal life, 
through him, John v, 29. 
2. Every man is bound to improve whatever 
gifts and abilities God has given him for his 
glory, whether they are authority, riches, honour, 
wiſdom; learning, &c. Gratitude calls for this. 
Beſides, it is a ſelf-evident axiom, that a ,. 
1 | | exiſtent 
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exiſtent Being muſt be his own chief end in every 
thing that he does: for as creatures could not be 
his chief end, when there were none; ſo for God to 
advance any thing out of himſelf to this high dig- 
nity, is to ſuppoſe him to act from motives infinite- 
ly meaner than his own nature. God's honour 
therefore, which ſhines conſpicuous in the duty 
and happineſs of his creatures, was the grand end 
of all that domeſtic and political authority, 
which he has eſtabliſhed any where in the uni- 
verſe, 1 Sam. iii. 13. And if this was not his 
deſign, in inveſting governors with an image of 
his own authority, then he has neglected his 
own glory in' one of the principal of his ways, 
which is impoſſible and blaſphemous. Whoever 
is a Miniſter of God, ought to be a Miniſter for 
God. 

3. The works of the moral law are written 
pon the heart of every man that comes into the 
world, Rom, 11. 14, 15; and if it had not been 
for this, human nature could not have exiſted 
to this hour, But as it is fo, this whole law 
would have been binding upon all nations, if 
the goſpel had never been promulgated : and 
hence it is that nature itſelf taught even heathen 
Magiſtrates to take ſome care of the honour of 
their gods. They miſtook indeed in the che, 
and frequently in the manner and end of their re- 
ligious exertions: but as the conſent of all na- 
tions proves the being of a God, ſo the ſame 
ronſent proves that governors ought to have 
ſome care of his worſhip : accordingly, Job aſ- 
ſerts, that idolatry, as well as adultery, is an ini- 
H gui 
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quity to be puniſhed by the judge, ch. xxxi.. g 11, 
26—28, And when the apoſtles were brought 
befqre civil courts of judicature for Chriſt's 
ſake, we never find them pleading, that thoſe 
Governors had no right to interfere in matters 
of religion and morality; on the contrary, they 
tacitly aſſerted that they had, by proving that 
the doctrine which Chriſt commanded them to 
preach, was not repugnant to either of theſe. 
And though Gallio ſpake very improperly of a 
religion, with which he would not take the pains 
to acquaint himſelf, yet he drew the line of his 
own duty, as a Magiſtrate, with admirable pre- 
ciſion, when he ſaid to their accuſers, Acts 
XVIil. 14, 15. Fit were a matter of wrong, or 
wicked lewdneſs, O ye Jews, reaſon would that J 
ſhould bear with you; but if it be à queſtion of 
words and names, and of your law, I will be no 
judge of ſuch matters; ſee alſo Acts xxv. 18--27, 
When a Jewiſh, or Heathen Magiſtrate was 
converted to Chriſtianity, if his coming under 
the yoke of Chriſt added nothing to his civil 
authority, yet it certainly could not deſtroy that 
power in matters of religion, which all nations 
believed that he poſſeſſed before; and which 
his chriſtianity directed and excited him to ule 
to the beſt purpoſes. Thus the converted Ne- 
buchadnezzar wiſely forbad every people, nation, 
and language to ſpeak any thing againſt the God of 
Shadrach, Meſbech, and Abednego; though the 
penalty annexed to that decree ſavoured of the 
deſpot, Dan. ui. 29; and the king of Nineveh, 
com- 
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 eemmanded his ſubjects, not only to cry mightily 
to God, but to turn every one from his evil ways, 
Jonah iii. 8; ſee allo Ezra vii, 26, 27. 
4. When, beſide the natural writing of the 
works of the Law upon the heart, the Spirit of 
God engraves the laws in the minds, and writes 
them in the hearts of chriſtian Magiſtrates, 
Heb. viii. 10, thoſe laws cannot produce diffe- 
rent effects there, from what they had produced 
in the- breaſt of a Jewiſh ruler. If God puts 
his laws in their minds, it muſt be to ſecure 
their ſervice and happineſs ; or that he may be 
their God and they his people. And when this 
grace is communicated to their hearts, it cannot 
but ſtimulate them ro act for his glory. And 
if grace in Magiſtrates does not now excite 
them to ſuppreſs profaneneſs, it neither acts ac- 
cording to its own nature, nor as it uſed to act, 
that is, grace cannot be grace, 
5. The characters which God has given of 
Magiſtrates, plainly prove that religion ought 
to be an obje of their guardian care. In rela- 
tion to their ſubjects they are called fathers, 
Iſai. xlix. 23, who muſt therefore, with the na- 
tural affection of parents, watch for the ſouls of 
their families, as well as provide for their politi- 
cal ſupport and ſafety ; they allo are called frep- 
herds, Ezek. xxxiv. ch. Micah. v. 5. Nah. iii. 18. 
Zech. xi. 3—8, who muſt both take care that 
their flocks may be fed, and preſerved from 
moral and penal injuries. — With reſpect to God, 
they are not only, with all other real Chriſtians, 
| H 2 Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's Bretbren, Mat. xii. 30, and kings ond 

priefts unto God and the Father, Rev. i. 6, which 

characters loudly beſpeak their care for his hon- 

our in the world; but they are alſo called 

God's witneſſes, and prophets : theſe names ar: 

given to Magiſtrates, as well as to Churches 

and Miniſters, in Rev. xi. 3—6. and by a yet 

higher and more holy title they are called Gods, 

Pſal. Ixxxii. 1. Now F he called them Gods to 

whom the word of God came, he certainly did it 

to inſtruct them to lay out their power, as he has 

commanded them, and as he does his. And, 

leſt we ſhould think, that their cares about re- 

| ligion were to be confined to Old Teſtament 

times, Chriſt aſſures us, that be ſcripture which 

calls them Gods, cannot be broken at any time 

whatever, John x. 34, 35; 

By theſe epithets beſtowed upon them, the 

Cod of Ijrael- ſaid, the rock of Iſrael ſpake—He: 

that ruleth over men in any climate whatever, 

muſt be juſt, ruling in the fear of God, 2 Sam. xxiil. 

3. and we may then reaſonably hope, that the 

end of our praying for Magiſtrates will be an- 

ſwered, in our leading quiet and peaceable lives, in 

all godlineſs, as well as honeſty, 1 Tim. ii. 2. 

when they will receive the following ſcriptures 

as addreſſed of God to them, viz. Deut. xvii. 

18, 19. Joſh. i. 8. Pſal. ii. 10, and Ixxil. 10, 11; 

and eſteem it their glory to imitate the holy 
reformers, who adorned the Abrahamic line. 

6. Old Teſtament prophecies, of what Judges 

and Kings ſhall be in New Teftament times, 

plainly } 
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plainly declare what God deſigned they ſhould 
be and do. Both Teſtaments ſpeak of Magif- 
trates and Miniſters as olive trees, growing by 
the ſide of t he candleſtick, that each in the exe- 
cution of their reſpective offices, may furniſh the 
church with that oil of the Spirit, which alone 
can ſupport jts heavenly light, Zech. ch. iv. 
Rev. xi. 4. And for this purpoſe the evan- 
gelic Prophet declares, in God's name, Iſai. i. 
26. 1 will reſtore thy Judges as at the firſt, and 
thy Counſellors as at the beginning, that is, I will 
give you ſuch holy, zealous, active governors 
as Moſes, Joſhua, and David were. This pro- 
miſe tells every chriſtian Magiſtrate, what ir 
would be his honour and happineſs ro be; and 
how only he can prove himſelf a gift of God's 
mercy to the world. It is added, ch. xlix. 23. 
Kings ſhall be thy nurſing Fathers, and their 
Queens thy nurſing Mothers : again ch. Ix. 10. 
the Sons of ſtrangers ſhall build up thy walls, and 
their Kings ſhall miniſter under thee; for all do- 


minions, or rulers, all ſerve and obey Chriſt, 
Dan. vii. 27. 


Among the Iſraelites, it was death by law to 


entice any man to go and ſerve other pods; and, 
when the fact had been proved befofe a proper 
Magiſtrate, the ' perſon tempted was firſt ro be- 
gin to flone the offender; even it it was @ bre- 
ther, ſon, daughter, wife, or a friend dear as his 
own ſoul; and afterwards the hand of all the 
people were to be upon him, 10 kill Vim, 
Deut. xiii. 6. ad finem. I he lin here committed 
Was 
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was a breach of a moral precept; yet the pe- 
nalty annexed might be peculiar to the Jewiſh 
nation. The Prophet Zechariah, however adds, 
ch. xii. 3. It ſhall come to paſs, that when any 
ſhall propheſy in favour: of idols, as ver. 2d 
teaches us, then his father and his mother that 
begat him, ſhall ſay unto him, Thou ſhalt not live, 
fer thou ſpeakeſs lies in the name of the Lord: 
and bis father and his mother that begat him, ſhall 
thruft him through when he prophefieth, If theſe 
words are to be reſtricted to the Jews, they at 
leaſt predict the ſeverity which they will expreſs 
againft idolatry, after their return to God and 
their own land; (1) becauſe the words are ex- 
preſsly ſpoken of goſpel times; ſee ch. xii, 


g9—14. xiii. 1, 7—9, and xiv. throughout; 


therefore, whatever partial accompliſhment they 
may have had in the times of the Maccabees, it 
is reaſonable to expect their more compleat ful- 
filment in the times here ſpecified : eſpecially, 
(2) as, in conſideration of the eminent honour, 
which will be hereafter done them, in the ſight 
of the nations, perhaps ſome ſtricter inſtances of 
virtue may be expected from them, than from other 
ſaved nations, (of which this their zeal againſt ido- 
latry may be a ſtriking example), analogous to 
what had been demanded of their fathers, when 


God ſhone in arms for their defence in the wilder- 


neſs. —At the ſame time, if thoſe Jewiſh ſeverities 
againſt idolatry are not exactly copied, it is certain 
that they will be nearly imitated, by believing 
. Gentiles, when the zen horns of the Roman 
beaſt hate the whore, make her deſolate and naked, 

eat 
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eat her fleſh, and burn ber with fire, Rev. xvii. 
26. I don't expect this laſt event to take place, 
till after the nineteenth century is concluded; 
and perhaps the great Jewiſh zeal againſt ido- 
latry here foretold, may not appear much be- 
fore A. D. 1941; at which time probably the 
great things predicted about that people in 
Zech. ch. xiv. may be accompliſhed, under the 
ſixth vial. * 

7. The account which the New Teſtament 
gives of Magiſtrates, plainly proves the ſame 
point. It is declared, Rev. xxi. 24. The Kings 
of the earth do bring their glory and honour into 
the heavenly Jeruſalem; which implies their 
activity for the promotion of religion; as being 


ſent of God for the puniſhment of evil doers, and 


for the praiſe of them that do well, 1 Pet. ii. 13, 
14: for rulers are not a terror. to good works, 
but to the evil. Wilt thou not be afraid of the 
power ? Do that which is good, and thou ſhalt 
have praiſe of the ſame ;, for he is the Miniſter of 
Cod to thee for good. But if thou do that which 
is evil, be afraid, for he beareth not the ſword in 
vain , for be is the Miniſter of God, a revenger 
to execute wrath upon him that doth evil; for 
they are God's miniſters, attending continually upon 
this very thing, Rom. xiii. 1—7. 

It is added, 1 Tim. 1. 9, 10. Knowing this, 
that the law of ten commandments, of which the 
Apoltle evidently ſpeaks ver. 5, 8, as well as in 


* See my Remarks on the Rewelation:, p. 226 —237. 
theſe 
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theſe two verſes, is not promulgated, or laid deron 
(in any public place, for the inſpection of all, as 
the Athenian laws were in the Prytaneum or 
| Council-houſe, and the Roman in the Trea- 
fury, &c. *) for a righteous man, but for the 
lawleſs and diſobedient, who have ſhaken off all 
authority, human and divine, that is ag ee. 
for the ungodly, who have caſt off the firſt com- 
mandment; and for auapruncs idolatrous n- 
ners, againſt the ſecond ; (ſee Gal. ii. 15. Gr) 
For unholy and profane, who violate the 3d and 
4th commandments ; for murtberers of fathers 
and murtherers of mothers, againſt the fifth : 
for man-ſlayers, who break the 6th command- 
ment : for whore-mengers, whether in ſingle or 
married life; and for them that defile themſelves 
svith mankind againſt the ſeventh commandment: 
for men-ſtealers, againſt the 8th: for liars, for 
perjured perſons, againſt the gth commandment, 
and if there be any other thing, which lies as 
fully and directly contrary to that general and 
wholeſome doctrine, of which the Magiſtrate is 
the guardian, as the immoralities already 
named 9. 


* See Parkhurſt's Gr. and Eng. Lexicon on the word 
x ασ 6 

+ This laſt clauſe of ver 10, muſt be reſtricted to thi: 
ſenſe; (1) Becauſe, though the word :Heyn ſignifies the 
peculiar doctrine taught by Chriſt, cr any other teacher, 
the word SiS2grana, here uſed, commonly means tha: 
general do&rine of faith and manners, which is the bai; 
of all religion: (2) This is that general dc&rine, of whic! 
the Apoſtle has been evidently ipeaking in theſe words 
which alone the Magiſtrate is to inforce; and which righ- 
teous men obey, from higher motives than thoſe which re- 


{pe the civil authority. See ver. 5; and the words 4417 2: 
and ay71/x4174: in theſe verſes, 


I From 


* 
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From all theſe things it appears, that, tho' 
the Magiſtrate is not to impoſe chriſtianity upon 
any, he is to do that which will both tend to 
diſpoſe men to a proper reception of the goſpel, 
and to furniſh celeſtial oi for that candleſtick the 
church. Therefore, if he connives at Popiſh 
idolatry,, or dev:l-worſhip, (which was the fin 
againſt which the divine jealouſy burned ſo hot 
and ſtrong, in the times of the Jewiſh polity) 
if he allows of the profanation of God's name 
and day, and forbears to puniſh uncleanneſs, 
&c. &c. he is amenable to God and man for 
ſuch a conduct; which will bring certain ſhame 
and ruin upon the ſtate.— And as God has thus 
notified his will to earthly Governors, an exter- 
nal obedience to every part of the decalogue, \ 
ought to be demanded of every man, who ex- 
pets the benefit of civil protection; and, as 1 
God's will cannot contradict itſelf in any reſpect, 1 
no ſubject's plea of conſcience, for any of the 1 
above abominations, ought to be allowed to 
protect him, in his treaſonable immoralities 
againſt God and his country; for it cannot be | 
natural, it muſt be a wicked conicience, or luſt, | 
which vindicates a man in the violation of any | 
law, the works of which were written upon his | i 
heart, as thoſe of all the ten commandments | 
were, when he came into the world; though it | 
mult be allowed, that the light of nature in vs, 

ſhines not ſo clear in things which reſpe& our 

duty to God, as in thoſe which relate to our 

duty to man. | 


1 it 
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If the above reaſonings are founded upon the 
immutable word of God, as no fair inferences 
can be deduced from them, to the real preju- 


dice of any man, ſo they. admit of no other 


proper anſwer, but that of obedience to them. 
At the ſame time let it be remarked, that this 
doctrine has no concern with any inferences, bur 
thoſe which fairly reſult from it. ' 

But as I am now upon a truth, which lies 
buried in darkneſs, even to many profeſſors of 
religion, let us hear whatever has been, or can 
be, plauſibly objected to this part of God's 
will. 

To the argument from the conduct of Jewiſh 
reformers, it has been objected, 

1. Obj. The Jews were under a peculiar 
theocracy, which does not concern us. 

Anſ. True, God was eminently their King 
and ordered that blaſphemy, idolatry, ſabbath- 
breaking, and diſobedience to parents, as (me- 
diate or immediate) acts of high treaſon, ſhould 
be puniſhed with death; ſee Lev. xxiv. 10—16, 
23. Num, xv. 32---36. Deut. xiii. 6. and kxi. 
18—21. But if the ſeverity of theſe puniſh- 
ments, was a temporary appendage to the law; 


and if the general reaſon of theſe edits ceaſed of 


courſe, at, the diſſolution of the Jewiſh church 
and ſtate, and cannot exiſt again till after their 
return to their qwn land; fee Zech. xiii. 2. it 
certainly does not follow from hence, that the 
moral law (every part of which is binding upon 
all nations) ſhould Het now be inforced, by ſuch 

penalties 


The Duty of Magiſtrates. 59 


penalties as are adapted to the general ends of 
reformation; as I have before proved that God 
has commanded, not upon ceretnonial, but up- 
on moral grounds. 

2. Obj. The Jewiſh reformers were types of 
Chriſt, who alone can purge our ſins, 

Anſ. They were not types of Chriſt only; (an 
honour in which they can now have no ſucceſ- 
fors), but iyſtruments both of his providential 
and gracious government; therefore, if our Lord 
does not now do his work, both by Magiſtrates 
and Miniſters, thoſe types gave a falſe account 
of him, and ſuch as his Providence has not 
verified. 

3. Obj. Jewiſh reformers were either them- 
ſelves inſpired inen, or had Prophers at hand 
to guide them. 

Anſ. And we have allo the 5 prophetic word, 
to which we are commanded to take heed, 2 Pet. 


I; 19, 20. And if the gotpel is a miniftration «of 


righteouſneſs, it muſt certainly be ſuch 4 miniſ- 
tration of the ſpirit too, as is fully tufficicnt for 
all the great purpoſes intended by it, both to 
Governors and their ſubjects, 2 Cor. iii. 7—9. 

4. OIj. The goſpel is a more gracious dit- 
penſation than the law, and love the very ge- 
nius of it. 

Anſ. True, yet no diſpenſation of grace what- 
ever oppoſed ſin as the goſpe] does, inſpired 
ſuch activity againſt it, or ſtimulated men to 


ſuch zealous exertions for God's glory, in all 


their various characters and relations; and in at- 
I 2 . tention 


1 - 
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tention to this alone can we expect God's love, 
or ſhew our own. 1 

5: Obj, There were no ſuch different ſenti- 
ments among the Jews, concerning the objects 
of their reformation, (at leaſt before the ſpitit 
of prophecy ceaſed) as there are now among 
profeſſing chriſtians. 

Anſ. Things are not to be carried in religion 
by the number of human votes, but by the 
voice of God only; which we have already 
heard, There can however be no reformation, 
if we muſt ſtay till all profeſſors of religion are 
agrred about the objefs, as well as about the 
time and manner of thoſe reformations. 

Other promiſcuous objections are ſuch as 
thele, | 

1. Obj. The Papiſts will ſay, we are not 1do- 
laters, and therefore not concerned with your 
argument. 

Anſ. If making to themſclves graven images, 
and bowing down to them, 1s not a literal viola- 
tion of the ſecond commandment, it is impoſſi- 
ble it ſhould ever be literally violated ; and ſo 
that commandment was given in vain. 


2. Obj. Solid arguments, urged with affec- 


tionate tenderneſs, are much more hkely to 
make proſelytes, and real converts, than any 
ſeverities, which can only exaſperate men, or 
make them hypocrites. 

Anſ. 1 have ſaid before, that we deteſt the 
viſe of all thoſe coercive meaſures to propagale 
chriſtianity, which nevertheleſs are abſolutely 

| necel- 
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neceſſary for the ſuppreſſion of public vice and 


immorality; which can no more be prevented, 
by the moſt ſolid arguments of the pulpit and 
the preſs alone, than felony and burglary can : 
therefore to diſcharge civil governors from any 
exertions againſt idolatry and profaneneſs, is 
eventually to bid thoſe crimes God ſpeed : but 
if a Magiſtrate keeps the whole law, and yet of- 
fends in this one point, he is perſonally and rela- 
tively guilty of all, Jam. ii. 10. 

3 Obj. May not a Socinian Magiſtrate, upon 
the ſame principles, puniſh the orthodox for 
paying proper divine honours to Jeſus Chriſt? 

Anſ. Not to ſay, that they can never prove 
that this is idolatry, any more than that wor- 
ſhipping the Father is; I have ſaid before, that 
only open acts of literal idolatry fall under the 
cogniſance of the Magiſtrate ; and certainly no 
man will pretend, that we make to ourſelves 
any image of any thing in Heaven or earth, or 
bow down to it. 

4. Obj. Would not this furniſh the Magiſtrate 
with a pretence for perſecuting the ſubject, for 
conſcience ſake ? 

Anſ. The ſame objection might have been 
made againſt thoſe moral reformations, which 
God himſelf immediately commanded, or com- 
mended, But as the Jewiſh Rulers who were 
moſt zealous for God's honour, were always 
moſt juſt and tender-hearted to men; fo the 
Magiſtrate's doing his duty towards God, would 
be a natural mean to preſerve him from oppreſ- 
ſling 
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ſing his ſubjects; and ſuch a pledge to the 
ſtate, for its temporal and ſpiritual ſafety, as 
his neglecting the religious cares of his charac- 
ter can never afford us, 

But if the Papiſts would argue, from God's 
not allowing the plea of conſcience againſt the 
letter of the moral law, that therefore they may 
perſecute men for their religion, we tell them 

again, 1. That it never was God's way to impoſe 
religion, upon any man; 2. That it does not 

follow, that becauſe every thing is to bow to 
God's eternal 'Jaw, therefore every thing is to 
yield to the vain dogmata or decrees of man: 
on the contrary it follows, that nothing ought to 
be ceded to the latter, whenever they contra- 
dict the former; for there is as great a diffe- 
rence between God's authority in his word, and 
that which they may judge infallible, as there is 
between the rock of ages and an ixfernal quick- 

ſand. What is the chaff to the wheat, ſaith th: 
Lord? | 

5 Obj. This doctrine will not ſuit a trading 
nation. 

Anſ. The Popiſh intolerance in Portugal does 
not prevent our trading with them. Arid it 
we were as piouſly zealous for God's honour, as 
they are impiouſly for the Pope's, this would 

have both a zatural and moral tendency to pro- 
mote our trade. 

I only add, that while Papiſts conceal their 
idolatry, the Magiſtrate can have nothing to 


do with it; bur if Popiſh Embaſſadors have 10 
I great 
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great a train, that they muſt have 7dvlatreus 
chapels here, (ſuch as God has forbidden to 
their own Maſters) they ought to be allowed 
only for their own domeſtics and dependents. 
—To conclude, 

I call theſe five things Popery begun, among 
Proteſtants, viz, A. high-church ſpirit; a me- 
chanical religion; the modern candour; Armi- 
nian, Arian, and Socinian doctrines; and the 
too prevalent opinion, that, if the Magiſtrate 
has any thing at all to do about religion, and 
morality, it is only with à part of firſt-rable 
duties“. Having combated the laſt of theſe 
miſtakes in this appendix, I can only ſay, that 

| if 


* «© As therefore the publick cry is for reformation of 
manners, to ſee godlineſs and honeſty advanced in com- 
mon practice, and the fruit of peace ſpringing out happily 
from that ſtable root; ſo Wwe cannot but turn our eyes 
upon you that are the Magiſtrates: I mean expreſly you 
that are the Juſtices of the Peace, as being inveſted above 
all other Magiſtrates with the moſt competent means and 
power of procuring this end, No other hand can cure 
our ſore ; no other hand can reach it but only yours. 
Without you, all our wholſome laws are like a box of 


medicines well prepared, but then locked up, while the 


diſeaſes ſpread and reigned for want of application. 
Without you, Majeſty itſelf is made impotent, and can 
only deplore our diſorders, but not poſſibly redreſs them. 
And what is it we may expect from Judges and their cir- 
cuits ? They are utterly unable to reach the root of our 
evil: for to what purpoſe of reformation is the cutting off 
ſome few, ſignal overgrown weeds ; while ſuch multitudes 
are ſtill growing up in the nurſeries of idleneſs, debauch- 
ery and profaneneſs ? Here it is, in theſe nurſeries, that 


vice 
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| if any man. prefers the eaſier taſk of defaming 
this unpopular argument to that of confuting 
it, J ſhall at leaſt ſincerely rejoice, that I have 
endeavoured to ſhew him plainly, from reaſon 
and ſcripture, the will of God in this point. 


vice is to be ſuppreſt ; and greater crimes-mercifully pre- 

vented by animadverſion upon the firſt buddings of them 
in their remoter cauſes.” — See Young's Sermons, 2d Edit. 
Vol. 1. Serm. 8. p. 297, 298. 
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